Letter of Intention

David Gardiner Richard King High School

It is my intention to run for the office of Treasurer of the Texas Forensic Association.  

After spending the last four years assisting in the process, I have watched, learned and listened to the problems and concerns of this office.  I feel that the position is not only important but is the first link in the chain of the Texas Forensic Association process.  Long before the tournament begins, the treasurer begins to collect payments from schools with varied payment structures.  Some districts and/or schools are difficult to work with due to various issues and the treasurer has to be diplomatic at all times.  In years past, I have seen coaches frustrated beyond belief due to their payments not being received in time for their students to compete.  These coaches were dealt with in a professional manner and even though payments were not collected before the tournament, the students were allowed to compete and the treasurer then had the task of collecting the fees after the fact.  

I have enjoyed assisting in this process and I had always thought I might consider running for this position if it became available.  

My goals are fairly simple.  I would like to see the bookkeeping of the TFA made available to the general assembly of TFA.  I know this might be a horrid task at first, but if the system were moved to an accounting program such as Quicken or Quickbooks I feel this process could be achieved.  I also feel we can use our TFA website to help schools keep track of who has paid their dues and other various fees.  In years past, it has come to my attention that some schools have fallen behind in their payments to TFA invitationals.  I feel that the office of treasurer should be informed of these issues so that the hosts of invitationals are not left out in the cold and some accountability can be maintained.  I feel our organization has a responsibility to assist every member of TFA at all levels.     

