Jason Sykes, Grapevine HS & University of North Texas

TFA Region II Representative (2005-2007)

Statement of Candidacy for the Position of Treasurer

There are few chances in our careers when an opportunity presents itself to fill a position of need in an institution we truly care for.  While in my third year of membership in the TFA, I became a life member of TSCA last year and accepted an appointment to the Executive Council because I am committed to the long term success of this organization.  I assure dedication to the purpose and institutional integrity of TFA throughout my career as a high school coach in Texas.

As one of the most prestigious state high school speech and debate organizations in the nation, we have been well served for many years by great officers and treasurers.  With the transition of Mr. Bill Schuetz to the office of Vice President, he leaves behind big shoes to fill.  We, as an organization, must ensure we elect the most capable and dedicated person to follow Bill’s example of honesty, integrity, and hard work.  

If I had to summarize in two words my plan of action for continuing Bill’s legacy, I would choose “Public Accountability.”  In my professional opportunities, I have had the fortunate experience of overseeing a budget of more than $400,000.  I take great pride in being able to account for every penny spent, and I assure the same for TFA.  I promise regular treasurer’s reports posted on our website complete with tiresome detail that will leave their readers sick with boredom and at the same time publicly account for our income and expenditures.  I will always be open to public input about how to make our system of accountability more accessible to everyone.

As far as my continued role on the Executive Council, I promise to keep fighting for the best interest of students in our state regardless of the outcome of this election.  Respect for diversity is a top priority of mine, and I want to maintain efforts to reach across the state and build bridges that will foster relationships built on a common goal of helping students succeed at all levels.  I have had the great pleasure of learning from many of our state’s finest coaches, and I look forward to continuing to move forward with respect for what so many have established through years of dedicated service to TFA.

